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What’s New?
Happy 2006! While we look
forward to the offerings of the new
year, it is prudent to examine our
accomplishments of the year past.

Without a doubt, Senior Corps
demonstrated its volunteer power
and filled unmet community needs
throughout tri-county.

In this edition of the newsletter you
will read about some special
initiatives that took place in Fannin
County.  However, there were
wonderful projects in Cooke and
Grayson counties as well.

For instance, RSVP volunteers are
fulfilling the volunteer needs for the
Cooke County Sheriff’s office as
well as the Frank Buck Zoo.

In Grayson County, RSVP was
contacted to supply volunteers to
Community Specialty Hospital,
North Texas Youth Connection,
Your Neighbors House Food Bank,
and Presbyterian Camp on the
Lake.

Foster Grandparents exceeded its
budgeted Volunteer Service Years
by 10% and had three non-stipend
volunteers in 2005.  What an
accomplishment!

Administratively, Senior Corps
hired new employee, Julia Budlong
(see article to the right) and
launched its Senior Corps website:
www.volunteertexoma.org.

The website is a wonderful tool for
people to conveniently access
volunteer opportunities, run off the
membership application, read
current or past newsletters or learn
more about the tremendous ways
that you, senior volunteers, give
back to your community!

Happy New Year!

Welcome to the Corps
Last November, Texoma Senior
Corps hired Program Assistant,
Julia Budlong.  Julia replaces for-
mer employee, Kay Ford.

Julia is a native Texan; born in
Fort Worth and raised in East
Texas.  She attended Kilgore
College and is a former Rangerette.

She lived in Denver, Colorado for a
number of years.  While in Denver, she
attended the Colorado Art Institute as
well as operated a successful interior
design and antique business.

After relocating to the Texoma area, she
volunteered and worked for Royal Crest
Hospice and served as Weekend
Receptionist for Virginia Cook Realtors.

     As a volunteer, Julia is currently an
Ad advocate Counselor for the
     Pregnancy Medical Care Center.

    The good news continues for Julia.
     She is recently engaged and plans to
     wed in June.

    Julia will serve as receptionist for both
Senior Corps programs; provide clerical
assistance and record timesheets.

You will have a chance to meet Julia
during the 2006 Recognition events.  In
the meantime, she can be reached by
dialing, 903.813.3562.

“Everybody can be great, because
everybody can serve.”
                   – Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

FANNIN COUNTY PRIDE!
If one person can make a difference,
then what can a team of people do?
Demonstrating the depth of their
humanity, RSVP volunteers flexed
their collective muscles last fall to
meet community needs throughout
Fannin County.

Projects included hurricane relief,
building the county’s first Habitat for
Humanity home, establishing a
literacy project at Buster Cole State
Jail and adopting Dodd City
Elementary School.

Whoever coined the phrase, “fences
makes good neighbors,” had never
encountered the wrath of hurricanes
Katrina and Rita.  As hurricane
evacuees sought refuge in Texas,
Fannin County was on the front line
to offer relief to evacuees by opening
one of the first shelters in the tri-
county area.

Several RSVP volunteers and stations
provided more than 1500 hours to the
Bonham Shelter.  Other volunteers
were deployed to cities and
experienced the storm devastation
first-hand as they assisted the
Salvation Army and Red Cross in
Baton Rouge, Louisiana and Port
Arthur, Texas.             Con’t on Page 3

Katrina/Rita Relief Efforts in Fannin Co
 200+ hours of medical assistance

was provided to shelter evacuees by
9 volunteers from the Clyde Cosper
Texas State Veterans home.

 5 volunteers from Boyd Baptist
Ministries were deployed to
Louisiana and East Texas and
provided more than 544 hours of
manpower to the Red Cross and
Salvation Army.

 Senior Centers in Bonham and
Honey Grove prepared and served
food to evacuees for the duration of
shelter operations.



Texoma Foster Grandparents
                  Salute Volunteers

                             January – National Mentoring Month

President George W. Bush issued a
proclamation designating January 2006
as national Mentoring Month, stating
“mentors help children resist peer
pressure, achieve results in school, stay
off drugs, and make the right choices.
Many people become mentors because
of the impact of a mentor in their own
lives, creating a chain of compassion
over the course of generations.”

In a public service announcement
directed primarily to the Baby Boomer
generation former president Clinton said:
“The longer you live, the more your
obligation to the future grows.  In the
latter stages of your life, you want to
carve out some time to give the gifts you
have received from others to people who
are younger than you are, to enrich their
lives, to give back whatever it is you
think you gleaned from life back to
them.”  He urged us to “Share what you
know.  Become a mentor.”

We salute the 45 Texoma Foster
Grandparent volunteers who answer that
call on a daily basis by serving the
children and youth in the tri-county area.
The Foster Grandparent volunteers
average serving over 20 hours per week.
They serve in elementary schools
throughout the three counties helping
children develop social skills, study
skills, academic success, and many to
learn English as a second language.
Volunteers also serve special needs
children in Early Head Start and non-
profit day care centers where they work
with infants, toddlers and preschool age
children helping them to gain the
development and skills needed to enter
school.  Volunteers serve elementary
students in after school programs to
assist them with home work and in
correctional institutes with criminally
convicted students who need to gain self
confidence and academic assistance to
re-enter the community.  

SALUTE!!!
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Estella Johnson coaches student with
reading lesson.

Florine Lance emphasizes the importance of
personal hygiene with a Head Start student.

Mark you calendar
2006 Spring In-Service Dates

February 16th

March 9th

April 13th
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